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Take Time for Tea, By Melody Wren

As Henry James said, “There are few hours in life more agreeable than the hour dedicated to the ceremony known as afternoon tea.”

If you enjoy a traditional afternoon tea in a tea room, sharing a pot of tea with a friend along with a good gossip, the Guelph-Wellington area has a lot to offer.  If you prefer tea in the comfort of your own home, there are several shops that will sell you high quality teas and accessories to complement them.

Tea blends and tea accessories

The Elora General Store, 15 Mill Street East, Elora, Ontario NOB 1SO. 519-846-2600

Hours:  6 days a week 10-6, Fridays 10-8

If you are looking for the best selection of loose tea blends in the area, this is the place to visit.  The choice is staggering, but you can see the blends in the large glass canisters and smelling samples are available, as well as a large amount of printed information on each blend.  All are estate teas from equitable tea companies. A variety tea pots for brewing loose teas are also available, including the perfect-pouring steel tea pots used in the Dragonfly Café next door. Tea filters, strainers and other tea accoutrements are also for sale.

Grand Gourmet, 42 Mill Street West, Elora, Ontario NOB 1SO. 519-846-5771
Monday to Saturday 10-5, Sundays 11-5

This chic, contemporary shop has a whole room dedicated to teapots, tea accessories and loose teas.  They have a wide collection of teas, and they are the only shop for miles around that sells Yorkshire Tea, a brew that is as strong willed and down to earth as those who drink it.  
Guelph Farmer’s Market, Gordon Street, Guelph, Ontario. 519-763-4212

Hours: Saturdays 7:00 to 12:00

Kathryn of AromaHome has a  stall with an impressive line of loose teas, including Lapsang Souchong, Irish Breakfast, Jasmine Gold Dragon, Darjeeling, Dragon Moon, Dumbara Curls, Earl Grey Green, Rooibos, Genmaicha, Sencha Fuji, Tianmu Ming Dynasty, Oolong and Yerba Mate Green.  If you have questions about tea, she is happy to answer them.  If she doesn’t have what you are looking for, she is happy to order it in for you.
Holland’s Fine Tea, 228 St. Andrew St. West, Fergus, Ontario N1M 1M7. 519-787-1809

Hours:  Tuesday-Friday 10:30-5:30; Saturday 10:30-4:00, Closed Sunday and Monday


Jim Holland’s tea shop stocks an impressive array of loose teas, tea pots, and tea strainers.

Penhaligan’s, 10 Mill Street East, Elora, Ontario NOB 1SO. 519-846-2356

www.penhaligans.ca. Hours:  11-5 everyday; February and March-closed Tuesdays

If you need a new tea pot, look no further! This shop is so delightful and inspiring to visit, you may find yourself buying more than a teapot, and there is a great variety of those to choose from. They are the only shop in the area to carry Emma Bridgewater pottery including her tea pots. Spode tea pots, Bodums for loose tea, as well as good old-fashioned brown betty’s and  a vast selection of tea cosies which gives lie to my general impression that they are hard to find. 
Tanabata Company – The Art of Japanese Green Tea, Elora Mews Shops, Unit #3, 45 Mill Street West, Elora, Ontario NOB 1SO. 519-803-1406

Hours:  Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 12-5. Closed Mon, Tues and Wednesday

This Japanese green tea specialty shop sells only organic green tea imported directly from Japan.  Okimasa Matsuda, a 12th generation tea master met Janina Kulhay-Matsuda of Canada, while living in Kyoto, Japan. Together they have been importing their unique premium organic green tea from their Japanese cooperative tea plantation to Canada since 2000, when Janina founded Tanabata .  For a private appointment or to sign up for  seminars on the presentation and the art of preparing Japanese green tea , call the number listed above. Tea pots and tea strainers are also available for sale.
